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accumulated causes for Latin American ill will toward
his country, and, as has been noted, his work in connection
with the ratification of the Thomson-Urrutia Convention
was of considerable importance to Panama.4 However, the
efforts of men like Hughes were often undone by the
revived "Dollar Diplomacy" and "Big Stick" policies of
the Harding and Coolidge Administrations.5 There was
no spot in Latin America where animosity toward the
United States was more evident than in Panama during
these years. The press spoke of **. . . the constant tyranny
of relations between us and the United States due to the
belief of the latter that they have the right to gradually
eliminate our republic. . . ."6 In 1922 when Ricardo J.
Alfaro was appointed Minister to Washington, the U.S.
Minister at Panama, John Glover South, filed a confidential
dispatch appraising Alfaro as definitely "anti-American/'7
Nothing could better illustrate the low ebb of United
States relations with Panama because just a few years
before another U.S. diplomat on the Isthmus, William J.
Price, had found Alfaro to be an outstanding and loyal
friend of the United States.8 The policies of the Harding
Administration had proved too much to bear even among
those who had long tried to be friends of the Yanqui
colossus.
At the Fifth International Conference of American
States in Santiago de Chile in 1923 feeling against the
United States was higher among the Latin delegates than
in any previous such meeting, and even the concept of
Pan Americanism itself was beginning to be held in low
esteem by many because of their despair that the United
States could ever be persuaded to change its methods and
viewpoints in hemispheric matters.
This conference broke down the traditional exclusion
of political issues from the agendas of Inter-American Con-